
Shorebird  Monitoring

Hilton Head Island, SC

Fran Baer





Monitoring on HHI

• Monitoring Port Royal and Mitchelville beaches (about 1.5 miles)

• Piping plover monitoring started in 2009

• Red Knot monitoring started in 2017

• 57 banded piping plovers:
• 34 banded birds seen for one season
• 14 banded birds seen for two seasons
• 4 banded birds seen for three seasons
• 2 banded birds seen for four seasons
• 1 banded bird seen for five seasons (P8P)
• 2 banded birds seen for six seasons (X47 and YY)
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Monitoring (cont’d)

• Red knots seen sporadically on HHI

• 15 banded birds seen since 2017, all only once

• Most birds seen in flocks; rare instances of one – three birds seen

• Challenges to shorebird protection on HHI:
• Large number of beach users

• Level of awareness, especially among visitors

• Differing local regulations, depending on location

• Staffing for enforcement

• Changing habitat













121 eggs, 115 hatched, 6 unhatched, 4 
hatchlings in nest (released)



Thank you!

Sally Krebs

Sustainable Practices Coordinator
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